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Abstract
The term “fin’ér” plays a vital role in expressing meaning in the Chinese language. Its
primary function is to indicate a shift or contrast in ideas. However, in international Chinese
language education, students often confuse “fan’ér” with other contrastive words such as
“xiangfan”, “er”, “que”, and “danshi”. In addition to signaling contrast, “fan’ér” can also
serve other purposes, such as indicating progression, which can enhance tone or express
comparative relationships in specific contexts. Statistics show that a significant portion of
errors involving “fan’ér” arises from its misuse or confusion with these similar terms. To
assist learners of Chinese as a second language in gaining a clearer understanding of the
usage of “fin’ér”, this article will explore the distinctions between “fin’ér” and other
contrastive words. It will also discuss effective teaching strategies and curriculum design that
enable students to practice and reinforce their understanding and application of “fin’ér” in
real-life contexts. By focusing on these aspects, educators can help learners appreciate the
nuances of “fan’ér”, ultimately enhancing their proficiency in Chinese communication.
Through targeted instruction and contextual practice, students can become more adept at
using “fan’ér” appropriately, leading to greater fluency and confidence in their language
skills. This deeper comprehension is essential for effective communication and overall
mastery of the language.
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